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In October 2014, the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS) requested the High Level Panel of 

Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE) to conduct a study on Sustainable Forestry for Food Security 

and Nutrition. The findings of this study will feed into CFS 44 Plenary session (October 2017). 

As part of the process of elaboration of its reports, the HLPE is organizing a consultation to seek inputs, 

suggestions, and comments on the present V0 draft. This open e-consultation will be used by the HLPE to 

further elaborate the report, which will then be submitted to external expert peer review, before 

finalization and approval by the HLPE Steering Committee.  

HLPE V0 drafts are deliberately presented as a work-in-progress to allow sufficient time to give adequate 

consideration to the feedback received so that it can play a really useful role in the elaboration of the 

report. It is a key part of the scientific dialogue between the HLPE Project Team and Steering Committee, 

and the broader knowledge community. In that respect, the present V0 draft report also identifies areas 

for a series of recommendations at a very early stage, and the HLPE would welcome suggestions or 

proposals to strengthen and focus them. 

To participate to the discussion, please visit the dedicated HLPE e-consultation website: 

http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/cfs-hlpe/Sustainable-Forestry-V0  

 

 
Contributing to the Draft V0 

 
At this early stage of the draft report we are in the process of better integrating boreal and 
temperate forests, and would welcome inputs on these types of forests. In order to strengthen the 
report as a whole, the HLPE would welcome submission of material, evidence-based suggestions, 
references, and examples, in particular addressing the following important questions: 

1. The V0 draft is wide-ranging in analyzing the contribution of forests and trees to food security 
and nutrition (FSN). Do you think that the draft adequately includes the range of contributions 
that sustainable forestry and forests can make to FSN? Is there additional important evidence 
or aspects that would enrich the report? 
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2. The report’s structure consists of: the context and conceptual framework; the role and 
contributions of forests and forestry to FSN; the challenges and opportunities for sustainable 
forestry in relation to FSN; and governance issues for an integrated approach to sustainable 
forestry and FSN. Do you think that this structure is comprehensive enough, and adequately 
articulated? Does the report strike the right balance of coverage across the various chapters?  
What are the important aspects that could be covered more thoroughly? 

3. The report uses four broad categories of forestry systems, in order to better identify distinct 
challenges and sustainable development pathways for each of them. Do you find this approach 
useful for identifying policy responses and actions in different socio-economic and 
environmental contexts? Do you think the terminology used in this report for forest, 
sustainable forestry and agroforestry are comprehensive and relevant? 

4. Are there other studies that the report needs to reference, which offer different or 
complementary perspectives on the integration of sustainable forestry in FSN strategies? 

5. The report has identified a range of challenges likely to be faced in the future that policy 
makers and other stakeholders will need to take into account so that sustainable forestry can 
meaningfully contribute to FSN. What are other key challenges/opportunities to be addressed 
for the development of approaches that integrate forestry and agricultural systems, including 
landscape approaches?  

6. The social and cultural dimensions of sustainable forestry and FSN have often been less well 
described and understood for many reasons, including due to a lack of comprehensive as well 
as disaggregated data. Submission of examples and experience related to issues such as 
livelihoods, gender, equity, tenure and governance would be of particular interest to the team. 

7. What are the key policy initiatives or successful interventions needed to improve the 
sustainability of our global food systems related to sustainable forestry and FSN, both in 
different countries and contexts, that merit discussion in the report?  

8. Is there evidence of the potential of economic incentives (e.g. REDD+), regulatory approaches, 
capacity building, Research & Development, and voluntary actions by diverse stakeholders or 
actors that could enhance the contribution of forestry to sustainable food systems? Could you 
provide examples or case studies of such key policies, initiatives or successful interventions? 

9. The design and implementation of policies for FSN require robust, comparable data over time 
and across countries. What are the data gaps that governments, national and international 
organizations and other stakeholders might need to address in the future in order to 
understand trends and formulate/propose better policies for sustainable forestry and FSN? 
What roles could diverse stakeholders play in relation to addressing these data gaps, and 
identifying ways in which the data could be disaggregated for more effective formulation of 
policies?  

We thank in advance all the contributors for being kind enough to read and comment and suggest inputs 
on this early version of the report.  

We look forward to a rich and fruitful consultation. 

 

The HLPE Project Team and Steering Committee 


